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His MAJESTY 8 Acceſſion. 


JUDGES ach. 


| The Trees. went forth, on a time, 70 
| anoint a Tg. over: them. 

Fr HE a ainiine Ape or Parable 

1 now anywhere extant! in which the 

Wiſdom and Polity, the Morality and Satyr of 

the Old World delighted to cloath itſelf. The 


Brave man Gideon, the Deliveter of his Peo« 


ple from the oppreſſions of Midian, left be. 
hind him a numerous Progeny, ſeventy Sons; 
as ſeems here intimated, of approved, at leaſt 
of very promiſing ability and worth. -Doubtleſs, 


their Father had innocently imagined, © that | 


the merit of his ſervices, and their qualifications, 
| woul have raiſed ſome one of them, perhaps 


A 2 more 


\ 


4 1 Sermon on 
more in ſucceſſion, to the Helm of are; that 


his Name and F amily, ſhould be _ ous 


and eminent in fuel. 7 | 

Alas! what are Human Cre How 
often do they fail in this mutable and bad 
World, when beſt and moſt rationally founded! 
The Hero no ſooner ſlept with his Fathers, 


than almoſt all his numerous offspring periſh 
at once. Abimelech, the production of a leſs 


regular bed, a man of cunning Addreſs, outrage- 
ouſly ambitious, of a courage equal to his 
ambition; who, of all his Father's Virtues, 
inherited only his Valour; reſolved to put 
himſelf at the head of his Countrymen. As his 
Brethren had a fairer claim to this than him- 
ſelf, he diveſts him of all that is called natural 
affection, humanity, and compaſſion; by a 
policy like that of ſome bad men in later 


times, reſolves to murder thoſe who were, or 


| might be, his Competitors; to wade through 
their Blood to the Eminence he aſpired after. 
And in this barbarous ſtep, he had his Abettors 
and Coun ſellors; as indeed, wicked men ſeldom 


want them. The men of Sbecbem particularly, 


: who were attached to the intereſt of his Mo- 
ther (probably of a conſiderable Family 
among them) aided | bien e killing, by 


Bre- 
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His Majeſty's Acceſſion 5 
Brethren, hoping, no doubt, to riſe to wealth 
and honours under him. 

Can we forbear crying out, What : are fans 

part of our ſpecies! Are they not more a Wolf 
or a Lion, more ſavage and brutiſh to one an- 
other, than any thing which we call by that 
name? Will they not defame? Will they not 
defraud ? Will they not oppreſs? Will they 
not devour one another, often for a mean ad- 
vantage? Will not ſome of the moſt daſtardly 
and low. part of them, who have not ſpirit 
enough to attempt any thing themſelyes ; dare 
any thing, when .one of more addreſs and bold- 
neſs ſhall lead them on? Do they not for- 
get, on theſe occaſions, every; obligation to an- 
other ſort of conduct, every benefit received? 

We ſes it in this, and in many other inſtances 
of Hiſtory: The Children of Tjrael, at leaſt 
thoſe of Shechem, ſhewed no. kindneſs to the. 

Houſe of : Ferubbaal, to Gideon; nothing g. | 

worthy his Goodneſs to his Nation, when, 

dvinely e commiſſioned he ſo valiantly fought, | 
for them. Probably ſome of the very men, 
who accompanied. his Triumphs, with Rule 

Thou over us, both Thou, and thy Son, and thy 


„ 


Son's Sen; now ſhouted at the almoſt intire 


extirpation of his Family. The leſs wonderful 
Wer ; this 


'A Sermon a 


6 


forts us, remembered not the Lord their God, 
who had delivered them out of the hands of all 
171 Enemies on every fide. 

In this indeed they were 
an Speeches of Abimolich, who formed the in- 
trigue with his Mother's Brethren, who poſ- 


fibly were the Houſe of Mills. Taught by 


him, they fay to their Fellow - Citizens, 
Whether is better for you, either that all the 
Houfe of Ferubbaal (hieb are threeſtore and 
ten Perſons) reign over you, or that one reign 
over you Remember alſo, He it our bone and 
our fleſh. Captivated with the notion of being 
Relations to the future Monarch, their hearts 
inclined to follow" Abimelech ; In their zeal for 
his ſervice, they impart to him ſome even of 
their ſacred Treaſures, Strengthened by theſe, 
he hired vain and light perſons, but ſuch as were 
probably beſt pole for the ſervice he wanted. 
With theſe, he went to his Father's houſe at 
Opbrab, and flew his Brethren ; out of I know 
not what horrid affectation, facrificing them 
on one fone. Out of Threeſcore and ten, Yorham 
the youngeſt only eſeaped this butchery. The 
roſt of the men of Shechem, far from ſhewing 


any deteſtation of the Crime, aſſembled with 
tho 


this, in thoſe wha, as the ſacred Hiſtorian in- 
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His Majeſty's Aenſſon. 7 
the Houſe of Milk, on a Plain, (ſeemingly the 
common place of their Public Meetings) to 
make Abimelech King. Here Jotham had the 
advantage to ſpeak to them from an eminence, 
upbraiding their Cruelty and Treachery, By u 
beautiful and ſatyrical figure, he tells them that 
the Trees being about ta chooſe a King, the 
Olive, the Fig, and the Vine, all that were in 
reputation for their juices and fruit, refuſed the 
Office, choſe not to reign over a ſavage and 
worthleſs Foreſt: Upon which they were ſo 
diſtreſſed in their Election, as to have recourſe 
to the Bramble, and defire him to reign over 
them, The contemptible Shrub accepts it, is 
repreſented, at his fancied inauguration, as 
threatening miſchief and deſtruction to, the 
| Glory of the Tree-kind, the Cedars of Lebanon, 
If one were to purſue minutely the applica» 
tion of this Parable to the Hiſtorical Fact; we 
ſcarce need to obſerve, in this place, that repre» 
ſentations of this nature are not to be looked on 
too nearly: They do not always anſwer in every 
minute circumſtance, which we muſt needs 
have remarked in many Antient Parables and 
Similes. In this particularly, it may not be 
,neceſlary to ſuppoſe the Government of Mui, 
We, was firſt offered to and refuſed 


a4 by, 


by, ſeveral, more ee men than mee 
But this ſcheme of the Parable renders the juſt 
reproach, deſigned to be levelled both at him 
and the Shechemites, the more poignant; their 
Choice was without judgement ; themſelves 
were fo vile a ſet of men, that no good or 


Wiſe man would chooſe to rule over; a bad 


one might, as he would have ſultable inſtru- 
ments for his deſigns. But we forbear inlarg- 
ing; and only juſt obſerve, that Fotham' s Curſe 


Abimelech, and devour the Men of Shechem, and 
the Houſe of Millo ; and let fire come out from the 
Men of Shechem, and from the Houſe of Milo, and 
ue uour Abimelech, God, the Avenger of Murder, 
ent an Evil ſpirit between Abimelech and the 
men of Shechem: They dealt treacherouſly with 
him; his Reſentment brought Deſtruction on 
them and their City, and ended in that of 
1 
The wickedneſs of kim chat flew his Bre- 


thren, and of thoſe who aſſiſted in it, was ſo 


Ggnally puniſhed, as to remain a caution and 
terror to poſterity, 

It is eaſy to ſee, what brou 15 this Parable, 
of the abſurd Choice of the Trees, into our 
3 when _, none of. the beſt, or 

| moſt 


mw „ wis me” 


was amply 'fulfilled; Let fire come out from 


His Majeſ : Acceſſion. 9 
moſt friendly, of our Neighbours, were for 
impoſing a King upon us; in many reſpects as 
improper, as what is repreſented in the Parable; 
when ſome vain and light perſons were poſ- 
 fibly" prepared to affiſt in ſo irrational and 
ruinous a defign. But we will ſuſpend our 
Reflections on this a little; till we have con- 
ſidered, what the happy occaſion of the Day 

more naturally ſuggeſts; what the Vine, the 
Fig, and the Olive, which the Trees are repre- 
ſented to have thought on firſt, might ſem to 
promiſe on their NY CY 


I. The Felicity which a Good Prince gives 
to a Nation. They ſee not the light, nor feel 
the beams of the Sun, who are inſenſible of 
this. Whilſt ſome, unworthy the Name and 
Eminence of Princes, ſquander away their Re- 
venues, or rather thoſe of their People ; whilſt 
they are dozing in inglorious eaſe and indos 
lence, the Good and Great Prince is watching 
for the Defence and good' Government of the 
Public; His Fleets awe the Pyrate, intimidat 
the Adverſary ; give Succeſs, in general, to the 
Trade and Navigation of his Subjects. If his 
Neighbours are unjuſt and incroaching, his 
Ambaſſadors — apainſt their Proceed - 


ings z 


ings; * ——— 0 


Equity and Juſtice, Honour and Treaties re- 
quire. If repeated Admonitions, and patient 
Demands prevail not, he hath. at length re- 
courſe to what, for all good reaſons, ſhould be 
the laſt remedy, to Arms. When this muſt be 
dane, he will put them on with ready Bravery; 
convince the Enemy that he ſhall not provoke 
him unpuniſhed; hazard his Troops, his Friends 
and even his Perſon, when the Public Good af 
Nations, His own Rights and Honour, the 


Security and Welfare of his People, call for it. 


In the midſt of his Greatneſs, he is ſenſible 
that there is an Higher Power than all that is 


human: He ſincerely labours to put Himſclf 


and Affairs, under the favour and protection of 
the King of Kingsz He knows that Perſons in 
his ſation, if vicious, do not hurt themſelves 
alone; Thouſands will be led by their Example, 
and fall with them: And if they are Pious 
and Good, the practice of Numbers, of the 


Public will follow them: He therefore ſhews 


the propriety and beauty of everything great, 
regular, and good, by his Practice; is liberal, 
humane, and, condeſcending, a lover, of his 
Friends, and a lover of Mankind; that he may 
Lo nee to the glorious Cauſe of Virtue, 


teach 
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His Majeſty's Acceſſion. 11 
teach his inferiors to be the fame; Is he to 
diſtinguiſh the Miniſters of Religion by high 
and holy Stations? ſuperior Learning, ſuperior, 
Prudence and Piety direct his Choice, His'own 
Miniſters, as they are to be the Springs which 
give the firſt Motions to Public Actions, 
were therefore favoured, , therefore placed in ſuch 
Eminence, becauſe he obſerved in them quick 
Apprehenſions, an improved Judgement and 
Politeneſs, a Knowledge of mankind, a peculiar 
Turn for the Affairs he would entruſt them 
with; and from the general opinion of their 
Conduct and Ability, from good qbſervation, 
he deemed them fitteſt for his ſervice, and 
that of their Country. | 

Both they and He know, 1 much good 
Letters, Arts and Sciences inlarge the minds of 
men, poliſh their Manners, fit them for adorn- 
ing whatever Station. They therefore delight 
to protect them by their Laws, encourage them 
by new inſtances of their countenance and 
favour :' As we of this Place, have joyfully ex« 
petienced, both under this, and the preceding 
Great King; as well as under other munifi- 
cent Princes, their Relations and Progenitors. 

The Good and Great Prince, whom we are 


ern far from delighting in Stretches of 
Power ; 


7 | 
12 an ermon on 


Power ; far from an kimbar, by 
humbling and diſtreſſing the Subject ; not only 
conſents to wholſom ud falutary Laws, but 
acts by them ; puts their Execution into ſuch 
| Hands, as may do him Credit,” ſecure the 

Tranquility of the Public, and make Private 
Perſons eaſy and happy in the full enjoyment of 
their Eſtates and Properties, But we muſt re- 
ſtrain ourſelves on a ſubject, to which we 
hope we, have, on former occaſions, done ſome 
Juſtice. There is none that heareth me, that 
muſt not be more ſenſible from experience, of 
the happy influence of the Bleſſing we are de- 
ſerlbing, than words can make him; who 


muſt not readily profeſs, that there is no 


worthier Image of the Beſt and "Greateſt of 
Beings, than a Good and Wiſe Prince, 


By theſe rut outlines, this very hgh 
ſketch, we may have put ſome on think- 


a nearer view, by a more happy Hand ; we 


pretend not to a Pencil equal 
attempt: — there is much to deter one from 


it, Inſtead of this we muſt content our ſelves, | 


with ſome _ * which naturally 
| break 


ing, from whence a more amiable and finiſhed 
Portrait might have been taken: It might from 


to ſuch. an 


by 
H 


His Majeſty's Acceſſion. 13 
break in upon the mind on "this" e of 
His * men San * 


11, The ry and proper 5 of a 
prince made for us in the Act of Settlement. 

May we not congratulate the poſthumous 
good Fortune (if we may uſe ſuch a term) 
of Elizabeth, Daughter to James, and Siſter 
to Charles the Firſt, long, perhaps better 
known under the Style of Queen of Bohemia? 
a Lady of an amiable and illuſtrious Character, 
lttle the Favourite of Fortune, but the Darling 
of our Nation; who, if not reſtrained by an 
injudicious, one can ſcarce avoid ſaying an 
unnatural Policy, would have ventured any 
thing in Her Cauſe, which was greatly that 
of the Proteſtant Name, Say we nothing, on 
this Day, of the much, which, diſaſtrous and 
pityable, fell on her Family. Her ſhare of 
Bleſſing and Honour ſeems reſerved for her 
Deſcendents ; the reward of her Juſtice, and 
Piety, in declining this Throne, when offered 
by. thoſe who had Power, though not Right to 
give it, On the firſt Proteſtant Branch of her 
Family was our Crown ſettled; which hath 
added new Splendor, Strength, and Vigour to 
that Intereſt, before, Alas! an much debili- 

5 tated, 


dated. And ado 3 * 101 uſtice, 
Prudence, and Temper of our Great Dellveret 
King William, and our Senators; who, when a 
Change in the direct Succeſſion was neceſſary, 


fixed it in the firſt of the Royal Line whoſe 


Religion allowed it. Though it muſt be added 
in Honour to this Houſe, that They were leſs 
Muſtrious for having in their Veins the Blood 
of our Heroes, en. opt and Princes, than 
for their good and juſt management of their 
. former Dignity. They had'ſhewed us what, in 
reaſon, we might expect from them, The Head 
of it, the late King of noble Memory, bounded 
in his native Dominions by no laws, directed 
himſelf by thoſe of Univerſal Juſtice, Charity, 
and Honour; by his good and equitable 
Management, by his Care and Tenderneſs for 
his Subjedts, greatly indeared himſelf ; made 
his Advancement to an higher Dignity, to be 
almoſt regretted, as a Loſs to them, 
' Called by Providence and the Voice of a re- 
joicing People, He mounted this Throne, He 
did it and himſelf Honour, 'if Wiſdom and 
Stradinefs, Courage, Magnanimity and Bounty 
could do it. He left it, as on this Day, far 
more firmly ſeteled than at his Acceſſion, to 
our preſent Sovereign and His Royal Progeny, 
as we hope, a Poſſeſſion for many, many Ages. 

We 


' 3.8 TG ESSSE ge S->>_ 


8 
h 
\ 
4 
© 


His Majeſty's Aeceſſon. 


We congratulate farther; the preſent good 
$ence, the Wiſdom of the Nation, in acknow«- 


ledging the Advantage of this Settlement. 
We ſee, with pleaſure, that every Order, every 
. declare 
with one Voice, 


15 


Ul. The Improprizty fer unn adel- 
ing a Popiſh Prince to our Throne, | 


Leet us full in with the Voice of our Country- 
men, and joſt mention ſome of the great Proofs 
dom Reaſon and Fact that evince this. And 
here, we would not be underſtood to enter into 
the conſideration of merely Per/onal Qualifi- 
cativns, What thoſe have, who aim at our 
Throne, and our Neighbours would impoſe on 
vs, I confeſs my ſelf not to know. If I did, arid 
they were greatly laudable, I ſhould not need 
to detract from them; ſince as I ſhall ſhew, 
they would then, from their Re/igion, be the 
more dangerom on our Throne; repeated ex! 
perience hath ſhewed us how miſerable the 
conſequence of it might be. Nothing is more 
| cxrtain, thin that we can in no ſort depend 
upon whatever Promiſes ſach a Prince might 
make us: For beſides what id ordinary in 


Robe, for men, of whatever Communion, 
| to 


| wo bo liberal, rhe ys 8 enden, 
when they haye any very conſiderable ends to 
compals z more liberal Wr thay the Event 
Wien joſtiſes : 

7 1, % His Religion, not only ma, but 
« we him, to give any, the, moſt ſacred 
« Aſſurances to thoſe he would recommend 

« himſelf to, of preſerving their Eccleſiaſtical 
“and Civil Liberties ; till he hath gotten the 
« reins of Government in his Hands,” The 
doing this ſeems not ſo much the promoting his 
own Intereſt, as the Good of the Catholic 
Cauſe; the Intereſt of the Church, As that 


Cauſe hath ſome of the, moſt, ſubtle and 


intereſted Partizans imaginable, n vice will 
be wanting, which human Wit can furniſh on 
ſuch an occaſion, Was not our Queen Mary 


thus counſeled ? Did She not give fair Aſſur- 


ances, deluding Hopes, to ſome of the neigh- 
bouring Counties, of the Preſervation and Al- 
lowance of their Religion; while ſhe wanted 
their Aſſiſtance, . while the Party of the Lady 
Fane ſeemed formidable? Did not She repell 
them, as ſaucy and impertinent, who would 
have reminded her of thoſe Promiſes, when 
that Lady, ſweet and innocent vidim l was 


fallen, and She mounted on the Thepns? Did 
not 


62 


* 2 Majeſys N 77 
not the late French King, and his Miniſters; 
long cajole and amuſe his Proteſtant Subjects, 
till by arts and management he had weakened 
them; till he aw the opportunity to ruin them? 
Did not our King James, as it were but a 
little before our own memory, in his firſt 
Speeches to his Privy Council and Parliament, 
charm the many, almoſt ſhame thoſe who had 
been for, ſtopping his way to the Throne? 
There is nothing in our Language ſofter, more 
natural, or more engaging, — if we did not 
now believe it was inſincere. If it was ſo when 
ſpoken, muſt we not ſuſpe& and dread the like 
Artifice ? If it was otherwiſe, How ſubtle, 
how forcible are the Perſwaſions of Confeſſors 
and Jeſuits, who could ſo ſoon change him ; 
make him act againſt ſo juſt and prudent 
Declarations, fo well received by the Public! 
Let any one compare theſe Speeches, with 
that which followed the Defeat of the unfor- 
tunate Monmouth; we ſhall need to make no 
farther Reflection on them. But we ſhall leſs 
wonder at the Behaviour of theſe Freu 4 
when it is obſerved that, 

2, The ſame Scheme of Religion affords 
them the moſt plauſible Reaſons for. departing 


ſrom their Word, 8 through the moſt 
B. ſolemn 
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ſolemn Engagements: For chat Faith i is not to 

be kept with Heretics ; That all, who diſſent 
Fm the Church of Rome, are ſuch ; And that 
b therefore, the Pope may difpenſe with any 
Promiſe or Oath made to them, are reckoned 

Maxims with the Writers and Caſuiſts of that 
Communion ; as we might, if it were requiſit, 
ſhew from very great Authorities. We may 
well add from Obſervation and Facts, that the 
Pope will certainly ſo diſpenſe, whenever it 
appears to be for the Intereſt of the Church. 
We may well imagine He did thus indulge the 
Princes we mentioned (not to go wide for 
other inſtances, ) if we conſider their Condud 
towards their Proteſtant Subjects. Our Queen 
Mary is deſcribed, by our beſt writers, as of 
mild and good temper in herſelf, How was 
this changed or ſuperſeded in the Cauſe of 
Religion | Did the high and facred Dignity of 
Cranmer at all cover him? Was the venerable 
Behaviour of Ridley reſpected; or the Simplicity 
of Latymer pitied? Did not thy half-burnt 
Limbs, Good and Holy Hooper, hang piteoully 
on the Stake | Did not horrible Agonies force 
thee to beg, that ſome of the Spectators would 
3 cCharitably reinforce the Flames ? Were not 
| — and flovciſhing, the weak and antient, 


every 


every Order of men, ſacrificed, in the face of 
the Sun in the moſt public places? Was not 
the inoffending Infant born, ſnatched up, and 
thrown in again, to periſh in the flames with 


ſtances attending theſe ſavage Executions, too 
offenſive to the car, and ſhocking to the mind, 
to be even mentioned ? Was there any thing 


n the worſt of Heathen Perſecutions? As long 
8 the Monuments of theſe things ſhall remain, 


m Engii/h-man muſt dread the falling again 
nto ſuch bloody and mercileſs hands ; who, 


Human Nature, 

More lately, the Great Monarch of France, 
we need not ſay, contrary to all good and 
ntional Principles of Religion, (for with theſe, 


but contrary to all the rules of Good Policy ; 
Inſtead of balancing the Two Parties of his 
dubjecte, and curbing one by the other, as oc- 
aſions required; inſtead of preſerving a never- 
filing Bulwark againſt the Incroachments of 
the See of Rome ; He breaks through all the 
Securities, which himſelf, and Predeceſſors, had 
nt, ¶ sven to his Proteſtant Subjects; oppreſſeth 
ery ! B 2 them 


/ 
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its Mother? Were there not many circum» 


more or equally cruel, inflicted on Chriſtians, 
under pretence of Religion, have laid aſide 


t is thought, He was not very deeply tinctured) 


Marg. 
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them by his Officer and Dragoons. The Separ- 
ation of the neareſt Relations, Confiſcation of 
Eſtates, and Baniſhment of Thouſands follow. 
untry meth thin of 
ſuch complicated 
11 hiſtaken notions in 


Miſchief, 3 up 
Religion! , 
Loth are we to tir the All of 
unfortunate King James; they ſhould lay peace- 
ably in their obſcurity, if we had not provok- 
ing Reaſons for what we have to ſay. Some 
men's Memory have been ſo treacherous, as to 
forget what themſelves had ſeen and felt ; more 
what their Fathers lately in their cars; 
what our Hiſtory is full of, Though bred a 
Proteſtant, though warned by the much his 
Family ſuffered, chiefly for being ſuſpected of 
Popery, with Foreign Air he drew in Foreign 
Principles; he imbibed them deeply. Of fo in- 
toxicating a Nature are they, that they made 
him forget the common rules of Prudence and 
Policy. His Age, which ſhould have given a 
check to, difficult attempts, ſeems to have 
heigthened his Zeal. Leſt he ſhould not live to 
reſtore Popery, he drove ſo very faſt, and fo 
very raſhly, that his want of Conduct and 


Temper, became _ by Politicians, a” 
0 
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of his own Communion, It would be too long 
to particularize the amazing ſteps he took ; 
they were fo lately taken, that a little recol- 
lection may bring the principal of them into 
memory. 

However impolitic, it ſhews the Zeal and 
Reſolution of this Prince, that his deſign of 
re-eſtabliſhing Popery was little, if at all diſſem- 
bled, - He went publicly to the Romiſh Service; 
Biſhops of that Communion were conſecrated 
in the Chapel Royal, and ſent into divers parts 
of the Kingdom to exerciſe their Functions; 
the Regulars appeared in their Habits at Court, 
ad ſome of them had a ſuperior Intereſt there; 
the Pope's Nuncio entered publicly, and our 
Great Chancellor fell into diſgrace for refuſing 
v attend at his reception; a moſt ſplendid 
Embaſſy was ſent to Rome, avowedly to ſub- 
nit and reconcile theſe Kingdoms: to the 
Church, | 
How gloomy was the Proſpect, when * 
Divines were forbidden the preaching on Con- 
overted Points, that they might not oppoſe 
Popery | when a Preacher of High diſtinction, 
mas ordered to be filenced, for having done 
en {therwiſe; and a Biſhop of an eminent See and 
of Family, ſuſpended for not ſilencing him! when 

B 3 one 
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one of our Arch-biſhoprics was long kept 
Vacant, very apparently that the next Nomina- 
tion to it might be made at Rome! when a 
number of our Prelates were impriſoned, and 
charged as greatly criminal, for only petition- 
ing againſt being obliged to do, what muſt be 
a ſnare to their Clergy, what they deemed 
Illegal! We had almoſt forgotten the revival 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, a terrible State 
Engine, aboliſhed by a known and no diſtant 
Law; whoſe former Severities, the Subject 
ſtill remembered with horror, The Fate of the 
Univerſities and Church muſt be the ſame, 
One of the nobleſt Foundations in Oxford was 
depopulated, its Head and Members not only 
expelled, but declared incapable of Orders and 
Preferment ; Our Vice-chancellor depoſed both 
from his Office and Maſterſhip z good part of 
the Revenues of that of Dublin withdrawn. | 
This becauſe we could not be partial to 
Catholics and Proſelites, repelled the vicious, 
and ignorant, ſtubbornly acted according to 
our Oaths and Statutes, 
And as theſe things could not be done by Law, 
the Law itſelf was, as much as poſſible, diſarmed: 
Great part of the Privy Council, numbers in the 


| Commiſſions of Counties, were Papiſts, What 
was 


ö 
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was worſe, our Tribunals were no longer free 
and impartial, Men of Probity and Knowledge 
in the Law, will of all others be the moſt dif- 
ficultly brought to act againſt it: Such there- 
fore were diſmiſſed ; and thoſe taken in their 
room, whoſe want of Ability, or failures in 
conduct diſgraced the Robe ; or whoſe Want 
of Honour, or wrong Principles, made them 
ready to bend the Laws to any thing; to ſacri- 
fice thei own Reputation, and the Rights of 
their fellow Subjects, the Immunities and Pri- 
vileges of Public Bodies, to the Arbitrary Will 
of the Court, 

"To forward this, the bigotted Prince would, 
on occaſion, deſcend far beneath his Dignity ; 
doſet his Nobles, his Judges and his Officers; 
make a falſe Shame, an undue Reſpect, an ir- 
regular Hope or Fear prevail, where N 
Motives would not do it. 0 

But Force, no doubt, was what was princip- 
ally depended on. A great Standing Army was 
kept up here; the Proteſtants, though of un- 
exceptionable behaviour, were diſmiſſed out of 
that in Jreland,, and Catholics put in their 
room'; and at length great numbers of that 
Nation and Communion were brought over 
on. And could the King have changed the 

B 4 Soldiers 
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Soldiers here,as he had done many of theOfficers, 
for thoſe of his own Religion; our Ruin muſt 
have been unavoidable, 


And now, if a Zeal for their Religion could 
carry theſe Princes, beyond the Rules of Politics 
and Prudence; muſt we not have more to fear 
from thoſe, who have drawn in the Principles 
of Popery with their firſt Nutriment, where 
it is in its height, not only in the Church but 
Court of Rome? — But it is infinuated, that 
one of theſe was bred a Proteſtant. — And do 
they think us Britons thus dull, fo eaſily 
duped? fo inexperienced in, ſo unapprehenſive 
of the Arts of Italy ? He muſt not have re- 
mained there, and been ſupported thus long, if 
he had not given abundant proofs of being both. 
ſincere and zealous in their Religion. 

Should ſuch an one, for our puniſhment, 
have been placed on our Throne ; what im- 
menſe ſums, what uncommon obligations, 
would have been to be ſatisfied there at our 
expence! 


Muſt he not have given up to thoſe DM 
who were to introduce him, many advantages 
in Trade, almoſt any thing they would have 
engaged him to? to the infinite re of 

our in al my 
Muſt 


His Majeſty's Acceſſion. 25 
Muſt not the Proteſtant Intereſt have been 
hereby weakened and broken; the other 
Maritim Power extremely indangered, con- 
tinually incroached upon, and perhaps ſwallow- 
ed up by the Houſe of Bourbon? 

Would not the Catholics of Feland have aſ- 
ſumed new Spirits, having their Prince on their 
ide ? and muſt not our Proteſtant Brethren 
have juſtly apprehended, the Loſs of their 
Eſtates and Lives, attended with that barbarous 
ind cruel treatment which was experienced by 
their Predeceſſors ? 1 N 

Would not ſuch a Prince be naturally for 


which for ſo many years ſupported a War a- 
ninſt his Pretenſions and Intereſt ? And ſhould 
this ever have taken effect, nothing could be 
» [{nore dreadful and ruinous to many Thouſands 
Pf our fellow Subjects. 
„ The fame havock of our Laws, the fame” 
nfringements on our Liberties, the ame dread- 
ful danger would again threaten our Church, 
ind theſe Seats of Learning. May we not add, 
that as we have, I doubt, ſunk beneath the 
irtue and conſtancy of our forefathers; ſince 
f Fumbers are grown too indifferent to Religion; 
umbers might now be drawn to * ſooth- | 
ſt ing 


inking the Credit, or ruining thoſe Funds, 


_ 
3 


take occaſion to ſay or inſinuate ſomething 
which might try ones judgement and ſteadineſs in 


pous gan — Workip of Rome. 4 A Prince 
ſo educated, from all the incentives of Zeal and 


Politics, would certainly be trying this, 


I have obſerved, in the converſation; which 
T have had with able Catholics, - at. Home and 
Abroad, that ſome time or other, they would 


regard to Religion, I have obſerved it ſo often, 
that I cannot but think, that it was made a 
Rule of Conſcience to them, to attempt this, 
once at leaſt with all they had any aequaintance 
with, The Learned and Prudent did it artfully 


and at a diſtance, but it ſeemed always defign- 


ed. And this, no doubt, is conſtantly inſtilled 
into the minds of Popiſh, Princes, that they 
ought to go as far as they can with Pruden 
and Safety ; to riſque ſomething, in indez- 
vouring dba S. of Arie erroneous 
Subjects. 
een 


unſtable; How many of thoſe, who know, and 
judge, and ſhould do better, would loan toward, 


„ 1 
Court? 


ſeeience, or think that for his intereſt, he ougbt 
to do this; How many of the unlearned and 
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Court-? But if they only went ſo far as to be 
thought well inclined, would not ſuch, of how- 
d ever little real merit, ſcrew thenilelves | into the 

Higheſt Stations in Church and State? Our 
h Fathers have mentioned many Great Names, 
among thoſe who bowed, or were very ready 
0 to bow, in the Houſe of Rimmon. We could 
5 give flagrant inſtances, if it were proper to rip 
n up old Wounds, to diſcover Scandals, which 
5 for many good Reaſons, we wiſh buried in 
'* i oblivion, Had the unfortunate King, under 
* whoſe Influence theſe things were done, held 
© Won the Throne till the end of his life, the 
ly of Reme would have ſurprizingly ad- 
ranced her Affairs: Many had ſwallowed her 
Errors, fallen in with her Idolatry. We might 
perhaps have ſeen ſome, at leaſt of the fimple - 
ud vulgar among us, proſtrate before a Caſquet 
or mouldering Bones! Or a celebrated Image 
"encircled by Clergy in rich Veſtments, attended 
I noble Inſtruments and Voices, the People 
in every poſture of Devotion. This is common 
even in a neighbouring Nation, where Popery 
is thought to be greatly moderated ; where 


. 
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And now, my Brethren, the Heads and 
Fathers of this flouriſhing and venerable Body; 
I am ſenſible I have ſaid nothing that could 
inform You of the danger threatening from 
| Popery, or awaken your Zeal. You were be- 
fore apprized of all theſe things; and have ex- 
preſſed your Apprehenſions and your Vows at 
the foot of the Throne, But it-is proper that 
the rifing Generation ſhould be taught what 

they ought to fear; of what mighty conſe- 
- quence the Preſervation of our Conſtitution is; 
particularly for the ſecuring what they enjoy 
Here, what they hope for hereafter in the 
Church, We would, on every proper occaſion, 
remind our Fellow Subjects, that their Laws, 
their Liberties, their Religion, depend on the 
continuance of the Crown in the Proteſtant 
Line. Join we then all in cordial Addreſſes to 
the Almighty, for the Security and Honour 
of our Sovereign: That every great and good 
Angel may cover his Ferſon, which he is ſo 
ready to hazard in the Cauſe of his People. 
Let this, let every ſucceeding year add new 
matter of Triumph to the Laurels he hath al- 
ready acquired; may his Council and Miniſtry 
be wiſe and happy in their Advice, ſucceſiful 
1 in 
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in directing his Affairs; all his Subjects willing 
and chear ful to ſupport his Arms and Dignity: 
May this day often return, always more auſpi- 
cious and joyful! And when, late, he ſhall 
change this for an heavenly Crown, may he be 
ſucceeded in his Throne, in every Great and 


Royal Quality, by his Happy Progeny, e. to the 
End of Time! 


THE END. 
- 
F 
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